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An Allegory

David had a difficult early childhood. His drug-addicted parents mistreated and 
neglected him. At the age of two, the local children services intervened. At that 
point, David was malnourished and emotionally disturbed. David was assigned to 
a new “home” with foster parents who were more interested in the support money 
they got from the authorities than in David.

During the first years of his life, David learned not to trust the people around 
him. In order to survive, he had to learn how to lie, cheat and steal. Because no one 
was giving him positive, affectionate attention, he developed all kinds of tricks of 
negative attention seeking: he told wild, invented stories, pretended to suffer, and 
pushed people’s buttons by being disrespectful, sassy, and by irritating them with 
provocative pranks.

After parental rights were terminated, David was eventually adopted by parents 
who wanted to help him overcome his childhood trauma. They even included their 
own biological children in that project.

First they vowed to do everything to fulfill David’s wishes so that all his needs 
would be met at last.

Next, there were to be no more punishments. After all, David did not lie because 
he was a bad person but because he had been traumatized so deeply. One really had 
to empathize with this.

When David was mean to the other kids, they had to overlook this, too.
From now on, David no longer had to fear any punishment, except for an oc-

casional mild reproof when he told wild but untrue stories, cheated while playing, 
or bullied other kids. After all, a child who had suffered so heavily in the past could 
not be made to suffer again.

When his adoptive siblings protested on occasion because they perceived Da-
vid’s special treatment as unfair, or when they even accused David of lying or bul-
lying, his siblings were rebuked or even punished for being so insensitive. David’s 
siblings were not allowed to criticize him.

David received this privileged treatment for 14 years in the house of his adop-
tive parents before he came of age and began his own independent life.

What had David been taught during these 14 years?
David had learned that he is entitled to the people around him lip-reading his 

wishes and fulfilling them without resistance when possible.
David had learned that not he will be punished for his lies but those who dare 

criticize him for them.
David had learned that he can torment his fellow human beings to a certain 

degree without being held responsible for it.
David’s parents had raised a monster.
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Introduction

The Dutch cultural historian Dr. Robert van Pelt stated once that the crematoria 
of Auschwitz-Birkenau, as the killing sites of hundreds of thousands of Jews, are 
the epicenter of human suffering.1 But how does he know what transpired in those 
buildings, of which nowadays only ruins or foundation walls are left?

Anyone questioning their own knowledge – or that 
of another person – on any subject should start with 
simple questions such as these:

How do I know that?
Why do I think I know that?
What is the basis of what I consider to be knowledge?

When we talk about historical topics, our knowledge, 
in a nutshell, is ultimately based on three types of evi-
dence: material remains, documents, and testimonies. 
The present book on Auschwitz deals primarily with 
documents and to a lesser extent also with material re-
mains. Testimonies are almost irrelevant. This may sur-
prise many readers, because those familiar with the sub-
ject know that there is a veritable deluge of testimonies, 
especially since several organizations began to system-
atically record survivor memories in filmed interviews 
in the 1990s. In addition, the shelves of larger public libraries are chock-full of 
memoirs and testimonials, not to mention the many statements made during vari-
ous criminal proceedings. It is no exaggeration to say that what most of us consider 
to be knowledge of Auschwitz is based precisely on these testimonies. And that’s 
the problem.

French historian Jacques Baynac expressed it in 1996 as follows:2
“For the scientific historian, an assertion by a witness does not really represent 
history. It is an object of history. And an assertion of one witness does not weigh 
heavily; assertions by many witnesses do not weigh much more heavily, if they are 
not shored up with solid documentation. The postulate of scientific historiography, 
one could say without great exaggeration, reads: no paper(s) [=documents], no 
proven facts […].”

1 He said this about Crematorium II in Auschwitz-Birkenau, where most victims are said to have 
perished: some 500,000; Errol Morris, Mr. Death: The Rise and Fall of Fred A. Leuchter, Jr., Fourth 
Floor Productions, May 12, 1999; VHS: Universal Studios 2001; DVD: Lions Gate Home Entertain-
ment, 2003; first screened on Jan. 27, 1999 during the Sundance Film Festivals at Park City (Utah); 
youtu.be/YOqhuDGCC04, starting at 25 min. 15 sec.

2 Jacques Baynac, “Faute de documents probants sur les chambres à gaz, les historiens esquivent le débat”, 
Le Nouveau Quotidien, Sept. 3, 1996, p. 14.

Robert J. van Pelt
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Witnesses can err, omit important things, say only half the truth, exaggerate and 
understate, fib, lie and cheat, and all shades in between. Above all, we must always 
be aware that our brains hate ignorance. When we do not know something, we 
consciously and subconsciously tend to fill in the gaps in our knowledge or mem-
ory with what’s at hand: guesses, clichés, hearsay, rumors, etc. We all do this all the 
time, every day. Our brain is a master at extrapolating and interpolating.

Whoever wants to write exact, scientific history has to verify the reliability of 
testimonies. If it turns out that a witness has to some degree stated things that are 
untrue, then we must be allowed to ascertain this, and then we must draw conse-
quences from it, namely that we reject the statement partly or entirely, or we com-
pletely reject a witness as untrustworthy, depending on the severity of the deviation 
from the truth.

And this is where the circle is completed that I opened with my initial alle-
gory: Anyone who accuses David of not telling the truth or even of lying runs the 
risk of being persecuted to a greater or lesser degree by social punishment or even 
criminal prosecution. Under such a Sword of Damocles, historiography cannot 
conduct dependable, exact research. Fear of social ostracism or even legal conse-
quences lets many researchers completely avoid the topic. If it is nevertheless taken 
up, then usually either with an ideological zeal that wants to uncritically believe 
everything David claims, or for safety’s sake in a compliant, uncontroversial way 
by parroting what the mainstream expects. Hence, the scientific quality of modern 
Auschwitz research by established, “respected” historians is accordingly pathetic, 
because anyone merely asking the wrong questions, let alone answering them in an 
unwelcome way, is no longer “respected”, but ostracized and marginalized.

Either you believe just about everything David says, or you’re a Nazi. Since the 
Mark of Cain called “Nazi” is equivalent to a social death sentence, even those who 
harbor doubts feign that they believe. Well, almost all…

The only way out of this dilemma is to make do without David, that is, without 
testimonies, and to retrace the events of history with what evidence is left: docu-
ments and physical traces.

In the 1980s, French hobby historian Jean-Claude Pressac recognized this di-
lemma and dared to solve the problem by trying to prove only with documents that 
the many testimonies about mass-extermination events at the Auschwitz Camp are 
essentially true. He succeeded in gaining the support of many respected individuals 
and institutions for this project, including the Auschwitz State Museum, the Com-
mission of the European Communities (forerunner of the European Union), the 
Socialist Group of the European Parliament and the Beate Klarsfeld Foundation.3 
The result was a huge, 564-page book in DIN A3 landscape format (11.7 in × 16.5 
in) featuring reproductions of hundreds of original German wartime documents 

3 See the list of supporters in Pressacs 1989 book on page 8.
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on Auschwitz which were thoroughly annotated by Pressac. With this trail-blazing 
book titled Auschwitz: Technique and Operation of the Gas Chambers, whose criti-
cal analysis is one of the main focuses of the present book, international Auschwitz 
research for the first time obtained a solid foundation supported by documents.

Of course, research has not stood still since then. Due to the collapse of the 
Eastern Bloc in the late 1980s and early 1990s, many archives were made accessible 
that hitherto had been either completely inaccessible or accessible only to selected 
researchers.

Take, for instance, the files of the Central Construction Office at Auschwitz. This 
was the authority that was responsible for all construction projects in the camp, in-
cluding the crematoria that, according to witness claims, contained homicidal gas 
chambers. Until the early 1990s, historians believed that the files of this authority 
had been destroyed in late 1944 or early 1945 shortly before the withdrawal of the 
Germans from the Auschwitz Region. But that was not the case. After the Red 
Army had captured the camp in January 1945, the files of this authority were qui-
etly and secretly transferred to Moscow, where they were kept under lock and key 
until the early 1990s. The files are today in the Russian War Archives (Rossiiskii 
Gosudarstvennii Vojennii Archiv).

Other documents of the Auschwitz camp authorities are today in the Russian 
Federal Archives in Moscow (Gosudarstvenni Archiv Rossiskoi Federatsii), while 
some files of the Waffen-SS that deal with Auschwitz – the Auschwitz-Birkenau 
Camp was originally planned as a Waffen-SS PoW camp – found their way into the 

Cover of Jean-Claude Pressacs Magnum Opus
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War Archives of the Waffen-SS, which is today stored in the Czech Military History 
Archives in Prague (Vojenský Historický Archiv).

In addition, there are archive holdings at the Auschwitz Museum itself as well as 
various files on criminal proceedings in Poland, which are now in Warsaw.

A small part of the collections made accessible in Moscow was evaluated by 
Pressac in the early 1990s, which inspired him to write a second book on Ausch-
witz, which I will address at the very beginning of the main text of this book.

In the following years, other researchers further analyzed these records and, 
based on Pressac’s magnum opus, brought new findings to light. The main text of 
this book gives an overview of these research results while frequently referring 
to Pressac’s magnum opus. Hence, anyone who wants to examine what is stated 
here about Pressac’s work needs to have access to his work. Unfortunately, Pressac’s 
magnum opus is no longer available today in its original print version, and only 
major libraries carry copies of it. Although the book was posted in its entirety on 
the Internet – www.historiography-project.com/books/pressac-auschwitz/ –, the 
main advantage of the print version of Pressac’s book – that it reproduced many 
documents in high resolution – does not apply to the low-resolution Internet ver-
sion. It therefore makes sense to make Pressac’s magnum opus accessible again in 
a reprint. However, as it is partly obsolete by further research, it would be irre-
sponsible to offer Pressac’s statements from 1989 as the final word on the issues at 
hand. A reprint therefore required a detailed introduction bringing the reader up 
to speed with the current state of knowledge on document research into Ausch-
witz. The main text of the present book also fulfills this role, which therewith kills 
two birds with one stone.

The Russian War Archives in Moskau
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If you cannot afford or 
don’t want to spend the 
money for this expensive 
reprint of Pressac’s mag-
num opus, you can always 
content yourself with fol-
lowing the many cross-
references found in the 
present book to Pressac’s 
magnum opus by looking 
them up online or by bor-
rowing a hard copy from a 
library.

Under no circumstanc-
es do I want you to blindly 
trust me or anyone else who speaks out on this sensitive issue. The potential of 
political and social abuse with this subject are greater than with any other. After all, 
Auschwitz cannot only be described as the epicenter of human suffering, but also 
as the epicenter of the “instrumentalization of our shame for contemporary pur-
poses,” as German writer Martin Walser put it in his notorious 1998 speech.4 With 
so much at stake, we all do well to make sure that we are on firm scientific ground.

To ensure this firm ground, many of the documents cited below are printed in 
facsimile. Many more can be found in the document appendices contained in the 
primary literature cited, most of which are available online as free PDF downloads. 
Hence, nothing stops you from finding out what the basis is of what the present 
book avers as knowledge.

Wimping out is not an option.
Germar Rudolf,

Red Lion, Pennsylvania
February 22, 2018

PS: As I write these lines, the reprint of Pressac’s magnum opus, which will include 
the contents of this book both in English and in German, is scheduled to appear in 
winter 2018/19 and will be available from Hanse Buchwerkstatt, Postfach 330404, 
D-28334 Bremen, Germany – unless the German censorship authorities have other 
plans…

4 Martin Walser, “Erfahrungen beim Verfassen einer Sonntagsrede”, acceptance speech for the Peace 
Prize of the German Book Trade (Friedenspreises des Deutschen Buchhandels), Frankfurt, October 11, 
1998; www.friedenspreis-des-deutschen-buchhandels.de/sixcms/media.php/1290/1998_walser_ mit_
nachtrag_2017.pdf.

Martin Walser
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